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Facts About Child Sexual Abuse 

 

• At least 1 in 4 girlsi and 1 in 6 boysii will be sexually abused by the age of 18.iii  It is likely that 
everyone knows a survivor, even if they don’t realize it. 

• It is also likely that everyone knows someone who has perpetrated child sexual abuse or other 
sexual violence. However, we know less about the exact numbers, given that most people who 
perpetrate harm are never prosecuted.  

• Child sexual abuse has been reported up to 80,000 times a year in the United States. The 
number of unreported instances is far greater.iv 

• The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) estimates that over 300,000 children are sexually 
abused each year in the United States.v  

• In as many as 93 percent of child sexual abuse cases, the child knows the person that 
commits the abuse.vi 

• As many as 47% child sexual abuse cases involve family or extended family inflicting the 
abuse.vii 

• Up to 50% of those who sexually abuse children are under the age of 18.viii 

• 20 to 50% of adolescents who have sexually abused children were themselves victims of 
physical abuse and anywhere between 40 to 80% were victims of sexual abuse.ix 

• 46% of adolescent male sex offenders reported having experienced child sexual abuse (as 
compared to 16% of adolescent males who are not sex offenders reporting having experienced 
child sexual abuse).x  

• Children who express gender non-conforming behavior or presentation before age 11 (one in 
ten children) are more likely to be sexually abused.xi  Gender non-conforming boys are 
especially at risk. 

• In the United States, children with physical disabilities and cognitive impairments are 3 times 
more likely to be sexually abused than non-disabled children.xii  

• Many studies indicate that children experience sexual abuse at constant rates across 
categories of race, ethnicity and economic status.xiii  

• Some studies show that Native American cisgender (identifying with the societal norms of the 
gender they are born to) girls are at higher risk of child sexual abuse. One indicated that 79% 
of Native American women have been sexually abused as children, often by multiple 
perpetrators.xiv 

• Since 2002, more than 51 million pornographic images and videos depicting children have 
been reviewed by analysts at the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children. In nearly 
80% of these pornographic materials, the children involved are sexually abused and further 
exploited by someone they know and trust. 30% of these offenses are perpetrated by family 
members.xv 
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 We use the term ‘girls’ to mean children who were identified female at birth.  The research we have come across does not 

specifically study transgender and gender non-conforming children. 
ii
 We use the term ‘boys’ to mean children who were identified male at birth.  The research we have come across does not specifically 

study transgender and gender non-conforming children. 
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http://www.cdc.gov/ace/prevalence.htm 
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http://aacap.org/page.ww?name=Child+Sexual+Abuse&section=Facts+for+Families  
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